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World War II, the United States suBered its most severe military and diplomatic reverses in Asia while Mao Zedong laid the foundation for the
emergence of China as a major economic and military world power. As a correspondent for the International News Service, the Associated Press,
and later for the New York Times, Seymour Topping documented on the ground the tumultuous events during the Chinese Civil War, the French
Indochina War, and the American retreat from Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos. In this riveting narrative, Topping chronicles his extraordinary
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to provide a fresh, first-hand perspective on American triumphs and defeats during the Cold War era.At the close of World War II, Topping -- who
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