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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.As the final days of
Vietnam unfolded, the question was raised, What happened to the Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF)? This book addresses that question in considerable
detail. In order to sift out the story, three periods in the life of VNAF were selected-the Tet offensive of 1968, the Easter offensive of 1972, and lastly the
March offensive of 1975. By examining each of these time periods, the factors at work in each period could be isolated so as to determine the
performance of the VNAF. The role of the USAF was dominant in the 1968 and 1972 offensives. Although VNAF had grown in size to about 44
squadrons and 42,000 people by the time of the 1972 offensive, application of airpower at the major points of the enemy assault was U.S. Further,
the bombing of the North Vietnam heartland during these two periods was the compelling leverage that resulted in the initiation and pursuit of
active negotiations to stop the war. The intervening period between the peace agreement of January 27, 1973 and the North Vietnamese offensive of
March 1975, was marked by fundamental changes in the character of the NVA forces and their deployment for battle. The NVA moved its center of
logistics near the DMZ and into South Vietnam proper. The magnitude of SAM and AAA defenses constituted a major departure from those of the
1968 and 1972 campaigns. The VNAF, structured for a low scale war, was confronted with an enemy having the most sophisticated air defense
weapons of the day.
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