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Vintage Books Canada, Canada, 2009. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. One morning in Don Mills, Phil and his
brother Jay agree to let their friend Norman Kitchen tag along on an adventure down into a ravine -- and what happens there at the hands of two
pitilessteenagers changes all their lives forever. Years later the horrifying details are still unclear, smothered in layers of deliberate forgetting. Phil
doesn t even remember the names: Ted and Terry? Tom and Tony? It s only when he descends into a crisis of his own that he comes to realize that
perhaps, as he drunkenly tells a crisis line counsellor, | went down into a ravine, and never really came back out. The Ravine is Phil s book -- we read
it as he types it, in the basement apartment he s called home since his wife kicked him out for having an affair with a make-up girl. As he writes, and
then corrects what he s written, we hear how he went from promising young playwright to successful, self-hating TV producer. We listen in on his
disastrous late-night phone calls, and watch his brother (once a brilliant classical pianist) weep to himself as he plays Ravel and Waltzing Matilda in
a desolate bar. The Ravine tells us all about the influence of The Twilight Zone on Phil s work and his life -- how it helped him meet his wife Veronica
and then lose her, and how it led to the bizarredeath of his friend, TV star Edward Milligan. Sometimes, when Phil s drunk, a friend will look at what
he s written so far and call him on it -- like when Jay tells Phil that he s remembered it all wrong: that he was just as good...
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