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***x* Excerpt from Rapid Method for French Verbs The purpose of this little book is entirely practical; it is to aid pupils in learning the structure and
use of French verbs. The method here set forth has been thoroughly tried and has proved to be unusually successful. Its fundamental idea is to
group together those verb forms in which the stem is common, disregarding for this purpose the order of persons and tenses, as they appear in the
usual conjugations. In applying the method, therefore, the pupil should not be asked to conjugate a verb, viz.: je lis, tu lis, il lit, etc.; but having been
given the stem and taught the endings, he should be asked to translate a variety of English verb forms into French; care being taken in each
question to change verb, person and tense. Questioning in this way keeps the pupils alert and easily holds their attention. It is also well to have pupils
write the answers, to familiarize them with the appearance of the forms as well as with their pronunciation. In oral recitation (or drill) in verbs, to
avoid monotony and the distraction of pupils, teachers must avoid the naming of tenses. Never say, for example, Give me the Imperfect of this verb
or the Pluperfect of that one. Demonstration on the blackboard of pages 7, 10, 19, 20 is of the greatest importance. Well demonstrated, the pupils
are able to recite and to write by themselves the 16 tenses most used in conversation. In the drills give the Infinitive and the two tenses derived from
it; then the Present Indicative and the four verb forms derived from its first person...
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