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prescription, mere inhibitory will power developed to extremes produces only a mechanical civiliza
by tion a dead mechanical state of social existence. We look upon the Chinese education as productive
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of such a condition. All is cut and dried and given to the pupil as a ready-made form into which he
must fit himself by inhibition of natural caprice and inclination. The consequence is the least
possible progress and the completest administration of the old system. What the philosophy of
history must regard as the ideal stan dard of progress among nations is therefore not a mere
perfection in administration, for this is achieved in the perfectly stationary empire of conservatism.
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