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Subject: Respiratory therapy -- Washington (D. C. ) -- Cost eCectiveness. Excerpt: . . . 9 The aerosol that is gener-the liquid medium. Although these
procedures enjoy widespread ated can be inhaled by the patient without me-acceptance throughout the United States and the chanical assistance,
or it can be forced into the world - indeed, many hospitals have estab-patients lungs under pressure by a pressurized lished autonomous chest
physiotherapy depart-delivery device such as an IPPB machine. A pa-ments - there is a dearth of well-controlled instruction by a respiratory tient
requires scientific evidence to support their eCectiveness. therapist in the use of both nebulizers and pres-In many instances, a spontaneous cough
could surized delivery devices. Prior to each treat-yield the same amount of expectorated sputum ment, the therapist must add the fluid or medi-as
the bronchial drainage procedures employed cation which is to be nebulized to the device. In by the chest physiotherapist ( 9 ). For example,
general, the more complicated the nebulizer although chest physiotherapy is oHen routinely used, the greater the degree of supervision re-ordered
for patients with uncomplicated pneu-quired by a respiratory therapist while the pa-monia, these patients are usually quite capable tient is using the
device. Special circumstances of coughing themselves and can eCectively clear excess secretions from their respiratory tracts. ( e. g. , a weak or
uncooperative patient ) ma y necessitate close supervision by a therapist of Few scientific studies have adequately demon-every treatment. strated
that chest physiotherapy aids patients in the recovery from...
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