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***xx Congress established the Commission on Wartime Contracting to reduce the extensive amount of waste, fraud, and abuse in Iraq and
Afghanistan and in future contingency operations. Contract waste, fraud, and abuse take many forms: - An ill-conceived project, no matter how
well-managed, is wasteful if it does not fit the cultural, political, and economic mores of the society it is meant to serve, or if it cannot be supported
and maintained. - Poor planning and oversight by the U.S. government, as well as poor performance on the part of contractors, have costly
outcomes: time and money misspent are lost for other purposes. - Criminal behavior and blatant corruption sap dollars from what could otherwise
be successful project outcomes and, more disturbingly, contribute to a climate in which huge amounts of waste are accepted as the norm. Although
no estimate captures the full cost associated with this waste, fraud, and abuse, it clearly runs into the billions of dollars. Yet, for many years the
government has abdicated its contracting responsibilities-too often using contractors as the default mechanism, driven by considerations other
than whether they provide the best solution, and without consideration for the resources needed to manage them. That is how contractors have
come to account for fully half the United States presence in contingency operations. Regrettably, our government has been slow to make the
changes that could limit the dollars wasted. After extensive deliberation, the Commission has determined that only sweeping reforms can bring
about the changes that must be made. We must expand responsibility and accountability for contracting outcomes. The business of contracting
must be treated commensurately with its cost in taxpayer dollars and with its mission-critical...
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