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**x* Mr Standfast is the third of five Richard Hannay novels by John Buchan, first published in 1919 by Hodder Stoughton, London. It is one of two
Hannay novels set during the First World War, the other being Greenmantle (1916); Hannay s first and best-known adventure, The Thirty-Nine Steps
(1915), is set in the period immediately before the war started. The title refers to a character in John Bunyan s Pilgrim s Progress, to which there are
many other references in the novel; Hannay uses a copy of Pilgrim s Progress to decipher coded messages from his contacts, and letters from his
friend Peter Pienaar. Dick Hannay, under forty and already a successful Brigadier-General with good prospects of advancement, is called out of
uniform by his old comrade, spymaster Sir Walter Bullivant, and sent to Fosse Manor in the Cotswolds to receive further instructions. He must pose
as a South African, an objector to the war, and once more takes on the name Cornelius Brand (an Anglicisation of the name he had used on his
adventures in Germany in Greenmantle). He is upset by the idea of such a pose, but comforted by thoughts of his friend Peter Pienaar, briefly a
successful airman and now a prisoner in Germany, and by the beauty of the Cotswold countryside. At Fosse, he meets two middle-aged spinsters,
their cousin Launcelot Wake, a conscientious objector, and their niece Mary Lamington, a girl whose prettiness had struck Hannay earlier, while
visiting a shell-shocked friend in the hospital where she works. It emerges that she is his contact, but she can tell him little more than that he must
immerse himself in the world of...
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