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***** FORBIDDEN BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENTThe Gospel called the ProtevangelionPREFACETo uphold the right of private judgment, and our
Christian liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free; to add fuel to the fire of investigation, and in the crucible of deep inquiry, melt from the gold of
pure religion, the dross of man s invention; to appeal from the erring tribunals of a fallible Priesthood, and restore to its original state the mutilated
Testament of the Saviour; also to induce all earnest thinkers to search not a part, but the whole of the Scriptures, if therein they think they will find
eternal life; I, as an advocate of free thought and untrammelled opinion, dispute the authority of those uncharitable, bickering, and ignorant
Ecclesiastics who first suppressed these gospels and epistles; and | join issue with their Catholic and Protestant successors who have since excluded
them from the New Testament, of which they formed a part; and were venerated by the Primitive Churches, during the first four hundred years of
the Christian Era.My opposition is based on two grounds; first, the right of every rational being to become a Priest unto himself, and by the test of
enlightened reason, to form his own unbiased judgment of all things natural and spiritual: second, that the reputation of the Bishops who extracted
these books from the original New Testament, under the pretence of being Apocryphal, and forbade them to be read by the people, is proved by
authentic impartial history too odious to entitle them to any deference. Since the Nicene Council, by a pious fraud, which | shall further allude to,
suppressed these books, several of them have been reissued from...
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