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***x** Excerpt from The Book of Genesis: A Translation From the Hebrew in Which the Constituent Elements of the Text Are Separated, to Which Is
Added an Attempted Restoration of the Original Documents Used by the Latest Reviser In the year 1758 Jean Astra ¢, a celebrated physician,
published a work called Conjectures sur lea mfimoiree originaux qui ont servi Moise poor scrire la Gendse. Leclerc ( Dies. Ill. de Scriptore
Pentafceuchi ) and R. Simon ( Hist, critique do Vieux Testament, livr. i. ch. 7) had previously pointed out the existence of two distinct documents in
Genesis. M. Lenormant observes that while every verse of the Pentateuch has been discussed minntely and word by word with the view of
determining its origin, the details of this necessary labour have become so complicated that only a professional critic can obtain a general view of
its results. This induced him to undertake the present work, in order that the conclusions of the specialists might become more generally known,
and, if his lamented death had not interrupted the project, he intended to analyse the other books of the Pentateuch in the same manner. He says: -
Many attempts have been made to invalidate the conclusions of criticism, but, to select a few instances, no one has ever been able to explain how it
is that man and animals are created by Yahveh in chap. ii. after having been created by Elohim in chap. i.; how it is that the name of Yahveh is said
in Gen. iv. 26 to have been known to men ever since a period before the Deluge, when in Ex. vi. 3 it is said to...
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