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Wipf Stock Publishers, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 150 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Invariably, people who read Scripture are forced to answer the question, What is the literal sense ? This question is not new. In the
seventeenth century, John Lightfoot--signer of the Westminster Confession of Faith and a master of Hebrew and of rabbinic writings--wrestled with
the same question, and his conclusions had a profound impact in the world of hermeneutics. In an age of much animosity towards the Jews,
Lightfoot embraced the insights found in the Jewish writings while staying grounded in his reformational dogmatic theology. In so doing, his
exegesis could properly be considered a via media between Reformed Scholasticism and Judaism. Lightfoot s hermeneutical principles and
presuppositions outlined in this book not only provide valuable insight into his thinking but also reject the previously normative notion that
Reformed Scholasticism has little to offer dogmatically or exegetically. The current tensions between systematic and biblical theology, the rise of
interest in Second Temple and medieval Judaica, and the never-ending question of biblical authority make What Is the Literal Sense? an important
read. Jace Broadhurst s study of the Puritan John Lightfoot provides a stimulating example of a seventeenth-century divine wrestling through the
Reformation principle of sensus literalis amid a growing knowledge of non-biblical resources. Lightfoot became an expert in Judaica, arguing . . .
that classic Jewish commentaries can situate the reader to gain more accurate exegetical insight. . . . Lightfoot put forward guidelines in his
particular view of sensus literalis, and in this way he serves as a bridge between precritical and critical biblical scholarship. --Kelly M. Kapic
Professor of Theological Studies, Covenant College Author of Communion with God: The Divine and Human in the...
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