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Under Its Forms of Pantheism, Materialism, Secularism, Development, and Natural Laws A treatise on the Being and Perfections of God, as the
Creator and Governor of the world, can scarcely be adapted to the exigencies of modern society, unless it be framed with express reference to the
existing forms of unbelief, and the prevailing tendencies both of philosophical thought and of popular Opinion. It is quite possible, indeed, to
construct a scheme of evidence on this subject out of the amme materials which the storehouse of nature affords, without entering into any
discussion of the questions, whether Physical or Meta physical, which have been raised respecting it. But this method, although it might be sufficient
for many, perhaps for most, Of our readers - for all, indeed, who come to the study of the subject with re?ective but unsophisticated minds - could
scarcely be expected to meet the case or to satisfy the wants of those who stand most in need of instruction; the men, and especially the young men,
in all educated communities, who, imbued with the spirit of philosophical speculation, and instructed, more or less fully, in the principles of modern
science, have been led, under the in?uence of certain celebrated names, to adopt Opinions which prevent them from seriously considering any
theological question, and to regard the whole subject of religion with indifference or contempt, as one that lies beyond the possible range of science,
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