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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.An excerpt from the Introduction: Critical. It will hardly, I conceive, be demanded that one who has made himself responsible for the humble
task of reprinting the first quarto of the Merry Wives should produce a full critical apparatus to that play or should discuss the many and varied
problems of literary history that surround it. That is the business of whoever undertakes to edit the more or less authoritative version provided by
the folio of 1623. On the other hand it may be reasonably expected of one who turns bis attention particularly to this despised quarto that he should
at least make some endeavour to solve the perplexing but fundamental problem of the relationship of the two extant versions of the play. When I
lightheartedly set out upon this quest I very soon found that it demanded a far more minute investigation of the texts than 1 had originally
imagined. The broad outline of the facts seemed fairly clear and well established, but no general theory appeared capable of explaining in detail the
phenomena presented. I was forced to construct for my own convenience a paralleltext edition, by cutting up and pasting into a notebook copies of
the present reprint of the quarto and of one of the ordinary modern editions of the folio text. I then began writing detailed notes on the peculiarities
of the quarto version, and at last found myself with a mass of material upon which it seemed possible to base something like a critical opinion. To
present the final judgment, however, in an acceptable form apart from the analysis upon which it was founded appeared a diFicult, if not
impossible, task, and...
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