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existences ordained for him. If he lived well, he rose in the scale at his next birth and came nearer to the end. The best of all would be when he had
passed through all the lives appointed for him, and could die his last death from which he would not need to be born into the world any more. This
doctrine of re-birth or transmigration is often thought to be characteristic of Buddhism in which it is certainly prominent, but no one can read the
Upanishads without seeing that it had taken possession of the mind of India before the new religion appeared. A part of Brahmanism, however,
which Buddhism did not adopt was the system of asramas or exercises by which the great ends of identification with the Self of the universe, and of
final cessation from existence were sought after. To every well-born Indian, Brahmanism offered a career which embraced the whole of life and led
at last, if resolutely followed, to the desired end. It did not, like Christian monasticism, withdraw the votary entirely from the world, but provided
that, at one period of his life, the duties which every man owed to society and to...
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