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*****This volume compares and contrasts concepts of gender from a wide range of perspectives drawn from the natural sciences, the social
sciences, and the humanities. The contributors examine the complex process of sexual differentiation in an attempt to determine how feminine and
masculine are defined and how these definitions contribute to and influence perceptions of social reality in various disciplines. Their essays explore
how gender roles are created and how they influence the American way of life in such embedded cultural mores as the romance novel, images of
the Virgin Mary, male inmates, the American wedding, contemporary art and architecture, 19th-century patriarchy, economics, and natural
science. This is a timely, important, and, above all, useful book that will provide students in women s studies and cultural studies with a solid
introduction to central concepts and texts in gender studies, and give them an equally important sense of the multiplicity of methodologies.
Angelika Bammer, Emory University This volume breaks important new ground in the rapidly growing field of gender studies by comparing and
contrasting concepts of gender from a wide range of perspectives drawn from the natural sciences, the social sciences, and the humanities. The
contributors--each a specialist in his or her discipline as well as in the area of gender studies--examine the complex processes of sexual
differentiation to determine how feminine and masculine are defined and how these definitions contribute to and influence perceptions of social
reality in various disciplines. United by an overall focus on the importance of gender constructs in shaping cultural ideology and social interaction,
the essays explore how gender roles are created and how they influence the American way of life in such...
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