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A flash in the heavens that makes you look up and believe in miracles .Here, in fresh, graceful prose, is a profound story that dares to be as tender as
it is ghastly, a story about desperate lives in a remote land that will quickly seem impossibly close and important. I haven't been so overwhelmed by
a novel in years. At the risk of raising your expectations too high, | have to say you simply must read this book ." --Ron Charles, Washington Post "
Extraordinary . a 21st century War and Peace. .Marra seems to derive his astral calm in the face of catastrophe directly from Tolstoy." --Madison
Smartt Bell, New York Times Book Review " A Constellation of Vital Phenomena is ambitious and intellectually restless .[Marra is] a lover not a
fighter, a prose writer who resembles the Joseph Heller of Catch-22 and the Jonathan Safran Foer of Everything Is Illuminated ." --Dwight Garner,
New York Times "Over and over again, this is an examination of the ways in which many broken pieces come together to make a new whole. In
exquisite imagery, Marra tends carefully to the twisted strands of grace and tragedy . Everything in A Constellation of Vital Phenomena . is dignified
with a hoping, aching heartbeat ." --Ramona Ausubel, San Francisco Chronicle " The most moving book I've read in years . By writing so beautifully
about a tiny village in Chechnya, this 28-year-old Washington native has produced a timeless tragedy about the victims of war." --Ron Charles,
Washingtonian "A powerful tale .The moment Akhmed walks into the hospital with Havaa. rivals anything Michael Ondaatje has written in its
emotional force.There are...
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