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or because they have no alternative, still leave the responsibility for health-care decisions in the hands of physicians.This book looks at the
requirement for consent to medical procedures. It considers how this requirement has assumed the important position it now holds and examines
the way in which the requirement is given legal force. It asks why Ireland's health-care system operates in a way that fails to deliver genuine and
informed consent and why the legal system fails to make it do so. The book also questions whether the focus on consent creates an unnecessary
distance in the relationship between physician and patient. It argues that a revision of existing legal frameworks is important in order to protect
patients' rights and suggests a solution. However, it also argues that the law is a limited tool which can never fully take account of the...
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