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***x* Excerpt from Abraham Lincoln s Cardinal Traits a Study in Ethics: With an Epilogue Addressed to Theologians Abraham Lincoln was a man
among men. He was earnest and keen. He was honest and kind. He was humble and inwardly refined. He was a freeman in very deed. His conscience
was king. These few words contain the total sum of the following book. In unfolding what they severally mean, and what their living unison implies,
the aim has been to bring to view the clear and simple beauty of a noble personality; to show how such a human life contains the final test of any
proper claim in all the bounds of Ethical research; and to stir in thoughtful minds the query whether such a character as Lincoln s life displays,
instinct as it is with Godliness, may not yield forms of statement ample and exact enough for all the essential formulas of pure Religion. Assuredly his
aspirations were ideal. Quite as certainly his ways with men were practical. The call and need today of just his qualities are past debate. If only in
our national senate chamber the ever-shifting group of senators could hear the voice of Lincoln at every roll-call and in each debate! If only in all
our universities our studious youth could glean each day from Lincoln, as he speaks of politics and of logic, of ethics and of history! If only in every
editorial room, where current events are registered and reviewed, Lincoln s wit and wisdom might illumine and advise! If only at every council,
conference, or convention, where leaders of our churches debate religious themes, the reverence of Lincoln might presidel!...
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