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*****.David Pearce, a government research psychologist living under the threat of a second heart attack, is engaged in a bitter and self-centered
search for happiness that estranges him from his wife and child. David s restless mental energies lead him to fill his Idea Bin with fragments of
curious knowledge and speculation in his eEorts to understand himself. To pursue bizarre research projects like the study he half-mockingly calls
Disphallic Men and Clitoral Women: the Dilemma of Our Time. He drinks too much and behaves outrageously in his social circle. He takes up
horseback riding and is drawn into the country life of horse breeding and training by his passion for a much younger woman, Caroline. Her past
sexual relationships, real and fancied, and his wild jealousy, drive him along a strange and dangerous route towards self-destruction. This is a novel
of many moods - drunken hilarity, satire, pathos, the ecstasy of sexual fulfillment and the grief of betrayal and loss. It ends in sadness, but the
sadness is buoyed up by the book s moments of comedy and its continuing mental and verbal exuberance. It is in fact a curiously happy trip, though
with unpredictable sometimes painful stops and starts, daring to venture boldly through unmapped regions of the mind and heart. More fiction by
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