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By Aihwa Ong

University of California Press. Paperback. Condition: New. 352 pages. Dimensions: 8.8in. x 6.0in. x
0.9in.Fleeing the murderous Pol Pot regime, Cambodian refugees arrive in America as at once the
victims and the heroes of Americas misadventures in Southeast Asia; and their encounters with
American citizenship are contradictory as well. Service providers, bureaucrats, and employers
exhort them to be self-reliant, individualistic, and free, even as the system and the culture constrain
them within terms of ethnicity, race, and class. Buddha Is Hiding tells the story of Cambodian
Americans experiencing American citizenship from the bottom-up. Based on extensive fieldwork in
Oakland and San Francisco, the study puts a human face on how American institutionsof health,
welfare, law, police, church, and industryaffect minority citizens as they negotiate American culture
and re-interpret the American dream. In her earlier book, Flexible Citizenship, anthropologist Aihwa
Ong wrote of elite Asians shuttling across the Pacific. This parallel study tells the very different story
of the other Asians whose route takes them from refugee camps to Californias inner-city and high-
tech enclaves. In Buddha Is Hiding we see these refugees becoming new citizen-subjects through a
dual process of being-made and self-making, balancing religious salvation and entrepreneurial
values as they...
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Reviews

This sort of book is everything and taught me to seeking forward and more. This really is for those who statte there had not been a well worth reading. I
found out this pdf from my i and dad advised this book to discover.
-- Pr of . Gr if f in Mur phy        

It is great and fantastic. I could possibly comprehended every little thing using this published e publication. I found out this pdf from my i and dad
encouraged this book to discover.
-- Destini Muller 
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