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abstract: The Barcelona Council in March 2002 confirmed that full employment was the overarching goal of the EU and called for a reinforced
Employment Strategy to fortify the Lisbon Strategy. The European Employment Strategy (EES) was to be aligned more closely to the Lisbon goal of
sustained economic growth, more and better jobs and greater social cohesion by 2010. The EES initiated a new working method at EU level, which
was to become known as the 'Open Method of Coordination' (OMC). In contrast to binding legal norms, this method is based on the voluntary
cooperation of the MS and the principles of mutual learning and subsidiarity. Unlike the requirements of the Stability and Growth Pact (SGP) with
elements of 'hard governance', the EES relies on 'soH governance'. The competences of the MS in the range of employment and social aKairs
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