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thunderstorms of the 24th turned into other downpours, turning the tracks--some diarists claim
there were no roads in Lithuania--into bottomless mires. Wagon sank up to their hubs; horses
dropped from exhaustion; men lost their boots. Stalled wagons became obstacles that forced men
around them and stopped supply wagons and artillery columns. Then came the sun which would
bake the deep ruts into canyons of concrete, where horses would break their legs and wagons their
wheels. - Richard K. Riehn French emperor Napoleon Bonaparte was not a man made for
peacetime. By 1812, he had succeeded in subduing most of his enemies - though in Spain, the British
continued to be a perpetual thorn in his flank that drained the Empire of money and troops - but his
relationship with Russia, never more than one of mutual suspicion at best, had now grown
downright hostile. At the heart of it, aside from the obvious mistrust that two huge superpowers
intent...
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