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at Belfast, August, 1898 The latter, owing to their instability, are soon decomposed, yielding iodides and iodates, a change which is greatly
accelerated by heat. Percarbonates, a new class of oxidising substances, are reported upon by M. Constam and A. von Haussen, who have obtained
these bodies in the electrolysis of saturated solutions of alkaline carbonates at a low temperature. It splits up, when heated, into potassium
carbonate, carbonic anhydride, and oxygen, and decomposes water at the ordinary temperature with liberation of oxygen and the formation of
potassium bicarbonate. On account of this property it is recommended as a delicate reagent for the detection of moisture, especially in such
substances as ether or chloroform. The action of magnesium on cupric sulphate solution, which results in the evolution of hydrogen and the
precipitation of a mixture of cuprous oxide and metallic copper, has been investigated by F. Clowes and R. M. Caven, and is also discussed in its
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